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1. The emperor's ascension to the throne 
was seen as the absolute ______ of his 
political career, surrounded by a court of 
fawning ______ who never dared to 
question his supreme authority. 

A) apotheosis / sycophants 
B) nadir / detractors 
C) zenith / adversaries 
D) culmination / mavericks 
E) pinnacle / iconoclasts

2. The professor's ______ prose, filled with 
unnecessarily archaic terminology, only 
served to completely ______ the central 
thesis of his supposedly groundbreaking 
sociological manifesto.
 
A) lucid / illuminate 
B) grandiloquent / obfuscate 
C) succinct / clarify 
D) terse / articulate 
E) profound / elucidate

3. Despite his incredibly ______ upbringing 
in the impoverished slums, the young 
prodigy fiercely rejected the tempting 
______ of the corrupt politicians who sought 
to exploit his mathematical genius. 

A) affluent / threats 
B) opulent / warnings 
C) impecunious / blandishments 
D) prosperous / insults 
E) wealthy / criticisms

4. The ______ union leader aggressively 
stormed into the boardroom, prepared to 
mercilessly ______ the corporate executives 
for their flagrant violation of the newly 
established labor protocols. 

A) docile / praise 
B) pliant / laud 
C) submissive / extol 
D) truculent / castigate 
E) peaceful / commend

5. The normally ______ and joyous 
atmosphere of the grand ballroom was 
instantly transformed into a deeply ______ 
silence the moment the tragic news of the 
King's assassination was announced. 

A) gloomy / festive 
B) morose / celebratory 
C) somber / jubilant 
D) melancholic / ecstatic 
E) ebullient / lugubrious

6. The highly ______ subject of advanced 
quantum mechanics is often completely 
inaccessible to university ______, requiring 
years of rigorous foundational study in 
theoretical physics. 

A) recondite / neophytes 
B) transparent / experts 
C) straightforward / veterans 
D) simple / masters 
E) evident / prodigies



7. The notoriously ______ billionaire, 
despite possessing unimaginable wealth, 
would outrageously ______ his employees' 
wages and refuse to donate a single penny to 
international charitable organizations. 

A) philanthropic / boost 
B) parsimonious / squander 
C) magnanimous / increase 
D) generous / elevate 
E) benevolent / multiply

8. The veteran journalist wrote a glowing 
______ to commemorate the late civil rights 
leader, urging the entire nation to forever 
______ the sacrifices he made for absolute 
equality. 

A) diatribe / despise 
B) tirade / mock 
C) panegyric / venerate 
D) condemnation / ridicule 
E) critique / ignore

9. The tech mogul's astonishing ______ 
ultimately led to the catastrophic downfall 
of his empire, proving that an absolute 
refusal to adapt can quickly drag any 
company to its absolute ______. 

A) humility / peak 
B) modesty / summit 
C) arrogance / apex 
D) hubris / nadir 
E) caution / zenith

10. The heavily armed and deeply ______ 
rebel factions hiding in the remote 
mountainous regions stubbornly refused to 
______ to the government's highly generous 
amnesty proposals. 

A) compliant / resist 
B) yielding / fight 
C) obedient / rebel 
D) submissive / riot 
E) recalcitrant / capitulate

11. The corrupt politician's blatant ______ 
was finally exposed during the public 
hearings, but he possessed the sheer ______ 
to boldly claim that he was the true victim 
of a massive conspiracy. 

A) chicanery / effrontery 
B) honesty / modesty 
C) integrity / humility 
D) probity / shyness 
E) sincerity / timidity

12. The inexperienced playwright's ______ 
and incredibly juvenile script was met with 
absolute ______ by the elite theater critics, 
who brutally tore apart every single line of 
dialogue. 

A) profound / applause 
B) fatuous / derision 
C) deep / admiration 
D) complex / praise 
E) sophisticated / approval



13. In stark contrast to his famously ______ 
and highly talkative twin brother, the 
seasoned military commander was 
notoriously ______, often communicating 
his complex orders with mere nods. 

A) quiet / verbose 
B) silent / loquacious 
C) laconic / garrulous 
D) mute / articulate 
E) still / vocal

14. The young, radical philosopher was 
widely considered a brilliant ______ within 
the conservative university, constantly 
challenging the deeply entrenched, ______ 
dogmas of the traditional academic 
establishment. 

A) conformist / unconventional 
B) traditionalist / radical 
C) follower / progressive 
D) iconoclast / orthodox 
E) adherent / revolutionary

15. The pristine, incredibly pure mountain 
air is universally known for its highly 
______ effects on the human respiratory 
system, directly contrasting with the 
severely ______ pollution of the industrial 
metropolis. 

A) harmful / benign 
B) toxic / healthy 
C) lethal / restorative 
D) dangerous / curative 
E) salubrious / detrimental

16. The student's incredibly ______ and 
superficial essay on the complexities of the 
French Revolution lacked any genuine, 
______ analysis of the underlying socio-
economic factors that triggered the uprising. 

A) jejune / profound 
B) deep / shallow 
C) intense / trivial 
D) thorough / minor 
E) exhaustive / slight

17. The cunning defense attorney 
desperately attempted to ______ the key 
witness into changing her testimony, but the 
brave woman remained entirely ______, 
refusing to alter a single historical fact. 

A) bully / yielding 
B) cajole / obdurate 
C) force / pliant 
D) coerce / compliant 
E) compel / submissive

18. The ancient Roman Empire established 
a seemingly invincible ______ over the 
Mediterranean basin, utilizing its massive, 
highly disciplined legions to ruthlessly 
______ any rebellious indigenous 
populations. 

A) weakness / liberate 
B) vulnerability / free 
C) hegemony / subjugate 
D) frailty / release 
E) debility / emancipate



19. The incredibly ______ and constantly 
complaining customer made the entire retail 
staff miserable until the experienced store 
manager finally managed to ______ him 
with a massive, unprecedented discount. 

A) satisfied / enrage 
B) content / infuriate 
C) pleased / anger 
D) querulous / placate 
E) delighted / provoke

20. The highly sensitive and famously 
irritable celebrity took immediate ______ at 
the journalist's perfectly ______ question 
regarding her upcoming film, storming out 
of the live press conference. 

A) delight / offensive 
B) pleasure / insulting 
C) joy / derogatory 
D) satisfaction / demeaning 
E) umbrage / innocuous

21. Unlike his ______ predecessor who 
would ramble on for hours during corporate 
meetings, the newly appointed CEO was 
remarkably ______, preferring to 
communicate through highly condensed, 
bullet-pointed memos. 

A) taciturn / loquacious 
B) silent / verbose 
C) quiet / garrulous 
D) mute / voluble 
E) still / chatty

22. The brilliant software engineer was 
known as an absolute ______ within the 
rigid tech industry, entirely refusing to act 
like a mindless ______ who simply followed 
the outdated corporate guidelines. 

A) follower / rebel 
B) maverick / conformist 
C) disciple / renegade 
D) adherent / radical 
E) supporter / innovator

23. A truly effective national leader must 
not ______ during times of unprecedented 
international crisis; rather, they must 
remain absolutely ______ in their strategic 
decisions to inspire absolute public 
confidence. 

A) decide / wavering 
B) act / hesitant 
C) vacillate / resolute 
D) proceed / unsure 
E) advance / uncertain

24. The corrupt lobbyist's incredibly ______ 
and excessively flattering demeanor was 
immediately recognized by the seasoned 
senator as a completely fake act, entirely 
lacking any ______ political concern. 

A) sincere / false 
B) earnest / deceptive 
C) authentic / fraudulent 
D) unctuous / genuine 
E) honest / spurious



25. The newly elected reformist government 
promised to completely ______ the highly 
controversial and oppressive tax laws 
implemented by the previous regime, 
swearing to ______ the fundamental rights 
of the working class. 

A) establish / destroy 
B) create / ruin 
C) ratify / demolish 
D) validate / devastate 
E) abrogate / uphold

26. Because there was a severe and 
terrifying ______ of highly trained medical 
professionals in the rural provinces, the 
government was forced to rely on a massive 
______ of inexperienced, first-year nursing 
students. 

A) dearth / plethora 
B) abundance / lack 
C) wealth / scarcity 
D) surfeit / shortage 
E) excess / paucity

27. The brilliant modern art exhibition 
relied heavily on the shocking ______ of 
purely classical, Renaissance-era sculptures 
with incredibly ______, hyper-modern 
digital video installations to confuse the 
viewers. 

A) separation / identical 
B) juxtaposition / disparate 
C) division / similar 
D) disconnection / alike 
E) parting / uniform

28. Refusing to submissively ______ to the 
incredibly unreasonable and tyrannical 
demands of the foreign invaders, the fiercely 
______ local militia retreated into the 
mountains to wage a brutal guerrilla war. 

A) resist / obedient 
B) fight / submissive 
C) kowtow / defiant 
D) rebel / compliant 
E) mutiny / yielding

29. As the once-mighty and seemingly 
invincible empire slowly began to ______ 
due to massive internal corruption, several 
smaller, highly aggressive neighboring 
states began to rapidly ______ along its 
unprotected borders. 

A) grow / shrink 
B) expand / contract 
C) flourish / dwindle 
D) wane / burgeon 
E) blossom / diminish

30. The deeply biased and highly partisan 
historical documentary sought to completely 
______ the legacy of the revered civil rights 
leader while simultaneously attempting to 
______ the cruel actions of his political 
oppressors.
 
A) praise / condemn 
B) laud / criticize 
C) extol / denounce 
D) commend / castigate 
E) denigrate / extol



31. By the time the comprehensive 
archaeological survey of the region officially 
concludes next decade, the international 
team ______ dozens of lost settlements that 
______ forever buried beneath the shifting 
desert sands. 

A) will have excavated / could have remained 
B) has excavated / would remain 
C) will excavate / had remained 
D) is excavating / must have remained 
E) excavated / might remain

32. ______ the pharmaceutical giant fully 
disclosed the severe cardiovascular side 
effects of the experimental drug during the 
preliminary clinical trials, the devastating 
global health crisis ______ completely. 

A) Did / would be averted 
B) Had / might have been averted 
C) Should / will be averted 
D) Were / can be averted 
E) If / must have been averted

33. ______ heavily by the independent ethics 
committee for gross professional 
misconduct, the disgraced stem-cell 
researcher had absolutely no viable option 
remaining other than ______ from his 
prestigious university position immediately. 

A) To be censured / resigning 
B) Censuring / to have resigned 
C) Having been censured / to resign 
D) To censure / having resigned 
E) Being censured / resign

34. The complex, multi-layered myth of the 
ancient sea deity ______ in the isolated 
coastal villages, long before it ______ 
rapidly across the entire Mediterranean 
basin via ancient maritime trade routes. 

A) was believed to originate / had spread 
B) is believing to originate / has spread 
C) believed to have originated / was spreading 
D) is believed to have originated / spread 
E) has believed to originate / spreads

35. Not only ______ the unprecedented solar 
flare severely disrupt global satellite 
communications for several days, ______ it 
also caused widespread, cascading failures 
within the terrestrial power grids. 

A) the flare did / and 
B) has the flare / or 
C) had the flare / yet 
D) was the flare / so 
E) did the flare / but

36. The incredibly complex and highly 
subjective criteria ______ the prestigious 
literary awards are annually judged heavily 
depend ______ the personal biases of the 
remarkably small, elite selection committee. 

A) the extent to which / upon 
B) by which / against 
C) from which / into 
D) to which / over 
E) in which / beneath



37. The seasoned investigative journalist, 
______ the anonymous corporate 
whistleblower had secretly entrusted the 
highly classified financial documents, 
dedicated an entire year ______ deciphering 
the massive corporate fraud. 

A) to whom / for 
B) from whom / to 
C) with whom / about 
D) by whom / with 
E) for whom / against

38. The sudden and violent collapse of the 
massive underground coal mine, ______ 
dozens of exhausted workers were tragically 
trapped for weeks, sparked immense 
national outrage ______ the lack of basic 
safety regulations. 

A) onto which / regarding 
B) around which / concerning 
C) into which / over 
D) through which / about 
E) under which / upon

39. The fundamental, democratic principles 
______ the newly formed republic was 
meticulously established explicitly protect 
the minority populations ______ the 
terrifying prospect of absolute majority 
tyranny. 

A) from which / towards 
B) to which / into 
C) in which / beneath 
D) by which / against 
E) upon which / through

40. The highly controversial psychological 
study was heavily criticized by the academic 
board ______ it completely failed to account 
for deeply ingrained cultural variables that 
extended far ______ the scope of the 
original hypothesis. 

A) seeing that / across 
B) given that / within 
C) because / inside 
D) although / throughout 
E) in that / beyond

41. ______ the incredibly harsh and globally 
coordinated economic sanctions imposed on 
the rogue nation, its highly secretive nuclear 
weapons program continued to expand at an 
alarming rate, ______ completely 
destabilizing the entire region. 

A) Notwithstanding / thereby 
B) In spite of / nevertheless 
C) Because of / consequently 
D) Due to / thus 
E) Regardless of / otherwise

42. ______ the massive multinational 
corporation actively prioritized short-term 
shareholder profits over basic ecological 
preservation, the catastrophic oil spill was 
______ an entirely inevitable and tragic 
disaster. 

A) Even if / remarkably 
B) Inasmuch as / consequently 
C) Provided that / surprisingly 
D) Unless / completely 
E) Although / absolutely
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43. The deeply paranoid and tyrannical 
monarch ordered the immediate execution 
of all his closest advisors, ______ they 
______ secretly plotting a massive, 
coordinated rebellion to aggressively 
overthrow his fragile regime. 

A) so that / might be 
B) in case / will be 
C) Lest / should be 
D) for fear that / can be 
E) in order that / must be

44. ______ the unprecedented, almost 
magical technological advancements 
achieved in modern medicine over the last 
century, the fundamental, psychological fear 
of inevitable human mortality ______ 
dictates the core of human behavior. 

A) Despite / moreover 
B) In contrast to / furthermore 
C) As opposed to / additionally 
D) For all / nonetheless 
E) Besides / nevertheless

45. The international diplomatic summit 
was abruptly and shockingly cancelled by 
the host nation ______ the visiting foreign 
delegates would deliberately attempt to 
humiliate the ruling monarch on live 
television; ______, a historic peace treaty 
might have been signed. 

A) with the intention that / therefore 
B) seeing that / hence 
C) due to the fact that / thus 
D) assuming that / consequently 
E) On the grounds that / otherwise

46. ______ thousands of years ago deep 
within the Amazon basin, the massive 
network of incredibly precise geometric 
earthworks ______ the work of an 
incredibly advanced, yet entirely unknown, 
ancient civilization. 

A) To have been discovered / was initially 
assumed 
B) Discovering / assumed 
C) Having discovered / has assumed 
D) To discover / is assuming 
E) Being discovered / had been assumed

47. ______ to incredibly high and entirely 
unregulated levels of industrial radiation 
during the catastrophic nuclear meltdown 
______ aggressive cellular mutations that 
may not become fully apparent for several 
decades. 

A) To expose / triggered 
B) Being exposed / can trigger 
C) Exposing / has triggered 
D) Having exposed / will trigger 
E) Exposed / is triggering

48. ______ the sheer, unimaginable brutality 
of the prolonged trench warfare firsthand, 
the deeply traumatized young poet ______ 
to dedicate the rest of his fragile life to 
fiercely advocating for absolute global 
pacifism. 

A) To witness / deciding 
B) Witnessed / decides 
C) Having witnessed / decided 
D) Witnessing / to decide 
E) To be witnessing / has decided



49. ______ entirely from state-of-the-art, 
highly experimental carbon-fiber 
nanomaterials, the newly designed 
commercial spacecraft ______ an absolutely 
unprecedented level of government funding 
to successfully complete its rigorous testing 
phase. 

A) Constructing / is requiring 
B) Having constructed / required 
C) Constructed / has required 
D) To be constructed / will require 
E) Being constructed / requires

50. ______ to be the absolute pinnacle of 
ancient Greek architectural engineering, the 
magnificent Parthenon is universally 
believed ______ entirely without the use of 
standard, modern mathematical blueprints.
 
A) Considering / to build 
B) To consider / building 
C) Having considered / having built 
D) To be considered / to be building 
E) Considered / to have been built

51. ______ actively attempt to heavily 
regulate the incredibly volatile and rapidly 
expanding cryptocurrency markets, it 
______ massive, unprecedented legal 
resistance from powerful, decentralized 
international financial syndicates. 

A) Were the government to / would face 
B) Had the government / could have faced 
C) Did the government / had faced 
D) Should the government / will face 
E) If the government / must face

52. ______ the heavily armed and highly 
trained specialized tactical unit breached 
the heavily fortified bank vault ______ the 
desperate and terrified hostage-takers 
unconditionally surrendered their weapons. 

A) Scarcely had / than 
B) Hardly had / when 
C) No sooner / before 
D) Not only / but 
E) Barely / than

53. ______ the severe, structural 
vulnerabilities of the ancient dam were fully 
exposed by the independent engineering 
audit ______ the incredible, life-threatening 
magnitude of the impending ecological 
disaster. 

A) Not until / they realized 
B) Only when / they had realized 
C) Only after / did they realize 
D) Hardly / had they realized 
E) Scarcely / they realize

54. The highly sought-after, multi-million 
dollar federal research grant ______ 
exclusively to the university's genetics 
department ______ they absolutely 
guarantee the complete public transparency 
of their controversial clinical trials. 

A) would be granted / unless 
B) could have been granted / if 
C) might be granted / in case 
D) will be granted / provided that 
E) is granted / even if



55. ______ incredibly sophisticated and 
impenetrable the multinational bank's new 
cybersecurity firewall ______ on theoretical 
paper, deeply experienced and entirely 
ruthless hackers will eventually discover a 
microscopic vulnerability to ruthlessly 
exploit. 

A) However / assumes 
B) Even if / seems 
C) No matter / proves 
D) Although / looks 
E) No matter how / remains

56. The fiercely contested and highly 
controversial new labor legislation will 
undoubtedly remain in full effect ______ the 
powerful, conservative constitutional court 
explicitly rules that it fundamentally 
violates the core, unalterable human rights 
of the working class, however unlikely that 
______. 

A) As long as / may have seemed 
B) Provided that / could seem 
C) Unless / might seem 
D) In case / should seem 
E) Even if / would seem

57. ______ deliberately leaked the highly 
classified, deeply damaging military 
intelligence documents to the international 
press ______ an individual possessing an 
incredibly high and extremely rare level of 
government security clearance. 

A) Whomever / could be 
B) Whoever / must have been 
C) No matter who / should be 
D) Anyone / might have been 
E) Someone / had to be

58. ______ the massive, highly anticipated 
international climate change summit 
officially convenes in Paris next November, 
the dedicated environmental research team 
______ on their revolutionary predictive 
climate models for completely 
uninterrupted fifteen years. 

A) When / will work 
B) After / has been working 
C) By the time / will have been working 
D) Before / had been working 
E) Until / is working

59. ______ the unprecedented, catastrophic 
economic fallout of the sudden global stock 
market crash ______ it took the severely 
crippled national economy more than two 
entire, painful decades to fully and 
completely recover. 

A) Such devastating was / as 
B) So devastating was / that 
C) As devastating as / so 
D) More devastating / than 
E) Too devastating / to

60. ______ the stubborn and highly 
arrogant CEO vehemently denies any 
personal or professional involvement in the 
massive corporate embezzlement scandal, 
the overwhelming, undeniable forensic 
accounting evidence ______ to strongly 
suggest otherwise. 

A) Even though / stopped 
B) Despite / failed 
C) As though / ceased 
D) In spite of / hesitated 
E) Much as / continues




